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| Our Majefties Subjects of the P. R. Religion, do with all humility re- 
Y preſent tg your Mayeſty, that your Declaration 'of the 17th of anc 
laſt, does ſo av elm them with gricf, that they are almolt our of 
them{elves; bur nevertheleſs, they are fo bold as once more to have recourſe 
to your Majeſty, hoping, that being ſtill your moſt faithful Subje&ts, they ſhall 
not be denyed accels for .Juſticez and thar rather Iike Gud Almighty, your Ma- 
jelty will be tender to.h&arken to the voice of the atflicted, | 

Upore this, confidence they- throw themſelves at your Majeſties Feet, and 
deſire you to conſider,” that this Declaration is directly contrary to all the E- 
dicts, granted to thoſe of that Religion, and particularly to the EdiCt of Nantes 
which has been given to them as a perpetual and irrevocable law , and 
which your Majeſty has often contirm'd in many ways; tor beſides, thar this 
does all along ſuppoſe, that your Subjects of that Religion ſhall enjoy in this 
your Kingdom all rights as well natural as civil, which are common to any of 
your Subjects ; and that among thoſe rights, that of the Power of Parents over 
their Children to the age of puberty is one of the moſt general; the 18th Arti- 
cle of that Edit does exprelly provide, that none ſhall by force take away any 
Children from their Parents, to Baptize, give them the Sacrament of Contirma- 
tion-againſt the will of their Parents. 

'Tis well known, that Confirmation 1s never given to Children till they are 
Seven years old, and it the Edict forbids to give them Conhrmation art thar 
Age, fure much lefs will it allow them to be ar libcrty to chooſe their Reli- 
gion, and ro make AbJuration at that Age of a Religion; in which they were 
born and educated. 

*Tis with the ſame Intention, that the 38 Article of the {ame Fdict docs 
in exprels words ſay, that the Parents making profetſon of that Religion, 
may provide their Children with ſuch Tutors and Educators as they f1:l! think 
ht, nav, that they may name one or more either by Will or Cuilic:l, before a 
notary or written with their own Hand. 

Your Majeity Sir is moſt humbly ſupplicated to weigh the force of the word 
Eaxcat:on, even atter the Death of the Parents, for it cvidentiy demonutrates,tlhar 
the Edit had a regard to the parernal Right of Parcnts over their Children, 
not only as inviolable during their Life ; but extending 1s {ct even atrer they 
Death; ſo as 10 zeal of Religion, nor any other Prete«t Coitdl tate it away ; 
pay :t was 1o far from being hmited to the Age of Sev.iill Years, tit it was to 
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be preſerv'd during the whole Courſe of the Education, which ſcarce begins at 
that Age, andis very narrowly limited when 1s ends at that of fourtecen. 

Belides Sir z The Edict of Nantes 1s not either the only or the firſt Law, that 
ſpeaks in favor of this Power, which being a Law of Nature isas antient as the 
World, (and 'tis a Maxim, thar natural Rights are immutable ) bur it ap- 
pears allo, that in one of the inſtructions of the Proteſtants anfwer'd in the 
Year 1571. under the Reign of Charles the Ninth ; which was the ſevereit Reign for 
thoſe of that Religion. 

The Power of Fathers over their Children was thought fo lacred, that it was 
{aid upon the 24th. Article, that Fathers ſhould not be hindred in the Education 
of their Children, according to the Principles of their Religion, and the Motives 
of their Conſcience, and that even after the Death of the Parents; the Childreti 


ſhould be Educated in the ſame Religion, till they had attain the full Age of 


fourteen Years, and then ſhould be lett to their Choice and Liberty. 

Bur Sir, none of your Royal Anceſtors have more Authenrically acknowledged 
this Right of Parents than your Majeſty, For beſides, divers Judgements given 
in your Council of State in the Years 63. and 65. which are expreſly in favor of 
this Power, your Majeſties Declaration in the Year 69. has 1t 1n expreſs words, 
that it is prohibited to all Perlons whatlocver, not only to take away trom their 
Parents the Children of the P. R. Relivion, or to perſuade them ; but to make 
them alſo make any Change or Declaration of Change of their Religion, before 
they have attaind the compleat Ag” of lourteen Years for the Males, and twelve 


for the Females; andr ar | ey tinyereſpectively attaind the ſame Age, They 
the {1id Children Foal. af © << D«ocaicotrheir. Parents, remain in the hands of 
ti1eir neareſt Rel. s «ft' ime K...yion; and that any that ſhall derain them 
ſhall be obLg's : -  ..Þ.. 0 their Relations. All this has been pur in 
Execution, iid Go. + 4s vers Pretidents, and particularly by Judgement 
given by the Art. . r:5 in the Month of Aug. 76. by which it is or- 
Cain'd, tha none of |... fe;:t1. . - +, thall be receiv d into the Houle of the Propa- 
gtion of the Faith at 5.4m, ...- tNey have attaind the Age of rwelve Years com- 
plear. 


Your Majeſfties Suppliants heg leave to repreſent to your princely Conſideration, 
the difference, that will be tour:d between the declaration of 1669. and this laſt of 
168 1.the firſt Leaves to Nature, its Rights and Priviledges;rto conſcience its Motives 
ar:d Impulles, to the civil and common Laws their Principles and Maxims; tro 
vour Parliaments their Rules and conſtant Methods of Proceeding , to forrain 
Nations an Example worthy their Imitation,and laſtly to the Catholick Roman Rehgi- 
on, the Honor of keeping within ſome Bounds of Equity in Conformity to Rea- 
i»1, and the Practiie of the primitive Church, whereas under this new Law, 
Nature iuffers, and groans to ſee Children torn from the Boſom of their Pa- 
rents to.whom ſhe had given them; and who ought to be more theirs ar the 
Age of Seven years, then before; ſince 'tis properly at that time, that their 
Education begins, and that Parents do as it were take Poſletlion of their Righr. 

The Conſcience of your Petitioners will be rroubled, and diſquieted in the moſt 
cruel manner imaginable, ſince the Paternal care of Children, for their education is 
one of the moſt important, and indiſpenſable dutyes of Conſcience; every Parent 
being reſponſable to God Almighty for his Childrens actions, while nature has 
depoſited rhem in his hands. | | 

The civil, and cannon Laws will both ſpeak in favour of your ſuppliants; for if 
Children before the age of puberty,which 1s at fourteen can neither make a will,nor 
te witneſſes, at Law, nor make Vowes, nor do any Act of their own will; how 
Can it be thought rea'onable., that they ſhould before -that age, make choice 
of their Religion, which is the moſt important Act of their whole lite. Your Par- 
liaments, Sir; who following the common Principles of reaſon, and equity, did 
never vor £11hjelt Children ro capital Punithments, before the age of puberty, 
mil now vielace thar Cuſtom of all Nations,and practiſed in all ages, tor Ly making 
Chiron of Seven vear obi,capable of chooting their Religion, they are 2t the ſame 
TC Cx121 84 1 contract the crime of thoſe,thar are called retaps, and by con!egquen: 


(4) 
do undergoe the capitall Puniſhment, ordain'd by your Majeſtys Lawes, in that 
Caſe. 

Forrciners, and Infidells themſelves , will think themſelves well Authoriz'd by 
this example, to take the Children of thoſe, who profeis a Religion contrary to 
theirs. 

And laſtly the Roman Catholick Religion, will hardly avoy'd the reproach of all 
good Chriitians, when ir ſhall appeare, that it not onely recetves but forces coanver- 
tions, from Children of Seven years old,that 1s in an age, when they have but the firſt 
appearances of realon,and when their Judgments,ſcarce begin to Act; and where by 
conſequent any change of their Religion,cannot proceed from a determinate choice, 
bur from a blind obedience, or yielding to the threats, or allurements, that cain 
move them. That it is contrary to the Practice of the primitive Church is ſo viſible, 
thar even admitting your ſuppliants to be Hereticks ; tis moſt certain, that in An- 
tient times, the Church never took away Children under age, from thoſe that liv'd 
under the tame tyes of civil ſociety with them,though at the ſame time they thought 
them Inndels. In a word, Sir it is an unheard of practice to this day, in all the Na- 
tions of the world, that the Power of Fathers ſhould be reſtraind to Seven years 
over their own Children, Particularly in Caſes of Religion. 

Th:m.u Aqu:nas one of the greatelt DoCtors of the Roman Catholicks decides 
poſitively, that it is not lawful to baptize the Children of the Jews againſt the 
Will of rhcir Parents; and that for two Reaſons, one, that it was never, the 
Practice of the Church, and the other, that it is againſt the Courſe of natural 
Tuſtic*, ani when the Kings of Spaiy and Ports a', S ſcbur and Emanxel carri- 
cd on by a Z al of Religion, went abour to practice ſomething like it, The 
fourch Councel of Tol.do oppos'd the Action of the King of Spun; and all the 
World has blamed rhe Proceeding of Emanxel, when he took away from the 
Jews their Child:en under fourtezen Years of Age. The famous Biſhop Ofor:- 
us who ſpeaks of it lays, that it was an Attion neither founded in Juſtice nor 
in Religion; though it proceeded from a good Intention, and aimd at a good 
End, becaule Gd Almighty requires from Man-kind a voluntary not a forc'd 
Sicrizce. Ir being againit his Laws, that any Violence ſhould be offer'd to 
C-nicience, to which he adds this terrible Circumſtance, that divers of thoſe 
untortunate Fathers threw their Children headlong into deep Wells, and preci- 
pirated rhemleives after them. 

It cannot be alledg'd, Sir, that the Declaration of your Majeſty does not 
o:der theraking away of Children from their Parents, and that it only gives them 
the Liberty of chooſing their Religion. For in the firſt Place, the Violence is not 
{> mich to be look'd upon as offer'd to the Children, but to the Parents whoſe 
Chil.ircn they are by the Gitt of God and Nature tis the ſence of the ſame Thomas 
qr nas, who ſpeaking of the Jews ſays, that it were injuſtice to baptize their 
Childccn againit their Will, becauſe it were taking away from them that paternal 
Power , with which they are inveſted by nature, which ſays he, the Church never 
id even inthe molt Chriſtian Princes times,as Conſtantine,and Theod?ſrus, who with- 
our doubr would have permitted it, had it not been againit all Reaſyn. And 
tic Edit of Nantes its ſelf in the 18th Article forbids equally Force and 
Periuatin,and calls chem both Violence, and all Laws haveas ſeverely puniſh 
tle Rape ot Seduttion, as that of force in Children under Age. 

Sccondlv, the Age of Seven years fully artain'd does not hinder, but that as 
©: the Parents the Violence is as great, as if their Children were torn from their 
\tothers Breaſts; hecauſe that all Laws both natural and civil do ſubnur Chil- 
©: to their Farents til the Age of Puberty, and therefore tis ecual ro take 
hm awav ar Seven vears old, andintle Cradle. 

[Fit be atle49'd that Children at Seven years old are capayl- of ftinning mar: 
is, and ft mav be admitted to the Choice of their Religion, Weantwer, thar 
1Jes that, thar Principle 1s not generally allow'd, and that it woutl be very hard 
0 mdge vour Perivoners by Maxims which thev do not receive; ts caſie to fee 
it It 5$ a very unnuit and unequal Inference, and thar rhcre 1s a grear deal ot 
2.terunce berween the tirit Ideas of good and evii. Whit: Qaildren may >Cgin 
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4: 
to have at Seven yca.s old, and the Decernment or Deciſion of two Relivians, 
with a determination to leave thar, in which they have been brought up to follow 
another, which mult of Neceſliry be leſs known to them, ifthey are not alt-»gcrl1 cp 
1wno0rant of it, and which the World knowsrotea choice of ſo difficult a nar”, 
thar it is the Earneſt Enceavor of human Mind arimated with the Perquiſition »t 
i's Way to Heaven. 

Your Petitioners ſhall not here touch upon the faral and ſad Conſequences 
whichare like roatrend the Execution of {o {evere a Law ; the Dityair of Fathers 
and Mothers, the inevitable Diſcord hetween Parents and Chi!dren; the Chinse 
of Education from the tender Hands of Parents into thote of Strangers : the Lib-r- 
ty it gives roill diſpos'd Chileren who will icorn the Correction of their Par-nts, 
having means ready to ſhake off rheir Authority, the Exa&ion of umeaſon:\] 
Penſions from Parents for the keeping of their Children out of their own ami. 
lies; the forcd retreat of many thoutaniis out of your Majeſties Domin:ons ; tie 
apprehenſion thar thoſe that remain will be in to have. any Children born to'cm, 
and a thouſand cther Ir.conveniencies, ard Interruptions of the Bonds of civil 
Society. 

Your Petitioners Sir,are convinc'd as well as all the World,that nothing here can 
reſilt your Power; but they know likewiſe, that your Majeſty loves to remper 
that Power with Sweetneſs and Juſtice after the Imitation of God Almighty, who 
never diſplays the Infinity of his Power upon his poor Creatures, that he does + 
not at the ſame time look upon 'em with Eyes of Compaſſion. 

'Tis your Juſtice to that your Petitioners implore in the Exceſs of their 
Gricf, and 'tis to you alone thar they direct their tighs and rears, raking the 
Confidence to fay as: it 1s true, that they had rather endure all things, and 
death it ſelf rather than be parted from their Children in ſo tender an Age, 
and ſo be hinder'd from Educating them in their own Religion, according t'» the 
Obligation of their Con'ciences. _— 

Therefore your Petitioners humbly beg, that it may be your Roval Fleaſure 
to revoke and annul the Declararion of the 17th. of ne laſt, and to order that 
that of Febwary 166;, ſhall be in full force, and your Petitioners ſhail continue 
to offer up their Vows and Prayers, for your Majeſties moſt proſperous and 


glorious Reign, 


Au ROY 


L' Adreſle tres Humble des 


PROTIESIANS 


BETRESSEE (Wn 


RANCE 


Comme ul eſtoit preſent: au ROY de FRANCE? 


Sire, 


O.:z Subjetes dela R. P. R. remonſtrent tres humblement a voſtre Ma- 

1 te, que ſa Declaration du 17 de Fin derniere plonge dance une de- 

{lation qui leur laiffe a prendie la liberte de le recognoiftre iles eſtoirs 
Pourtant TEcouTICT Encore a voſtre Ma —_ pourſuader qui ſtance _ idcles: 
2 ' DU DIETES 
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ſubjeres, laccier & la Juſtice ne leurs ſeras pas deni E G& que limitation de 
Dieu qui Eicoutre tous Jours la voix de Lafllige elle ne Rejettera pas leurs 
plaints, dance Cette Contiance, oire, ſe Jertants aux piedes de Voltre Majeſtc, 
nous te ſupliones tres huwblement de conſiderer que cette declarition eſt di- 
re&ement contraire aux Edicter accorder a ceux de la dir R. & en particuk- 
rcr a Ledicte de nantere ſouber lequelle ils ſepr nec qui Leurs a eſte dont 
Comme une Loy perperuelle & Irevocalle, & que Vuitre M. Elle metme 4 Con- 
firmer pluſieurs maniers Car oultre qui, Generall ledict a ſuppose Conſtamenc 
que cetre ſuppliance Jonirotent dans voſtre Royaume de toute ſe Gdroit tant 
naturelle que civile que ſont Communer a toutes voltres Subjetes, & gentre ce 
droite, Cetuy qui rende lee peaure maiſtre de L'education de lever enfance, 
maiſme au de la aage de puberte en un de plus forte & de & Ge plus Sa- 
cre Larticle 18 defende expretiement detirer les enfants de peaures contre 
Leurs Gres pour les faires baptizer & Conhirme Loy Scaitque la Confirmation 
ne ſe donne que ſept annes, & fi LediCt de donner aux Enfants de Ceux dd lx 
dite R. a cette aage, ill permert enchore moienes de leur faire une abjuration 
tormelle dela Rehgion danſe lequelle 11s font nice, ceit danſt le meſme Eſprit 
que Larticle 38. de particulicur du melme Edict, portant enchore leterme Ex- 
pree que le pere failant profeſſion dd la dite R. pouroient pourvicu a lever len- 
fance a telle Educature que loy leurs ſembleras & en ſubſtitus en, ou pluſieurs 
avre teſtements Cadicile , ou autre declaration paſſce par devant Notaire ou 
Efcrite & ſignee de Leur Majeſtc. 

Voſtre Majcſte Sire elt tres hum! lement ſuplicr De paſſer force detreme d' Edu- 
cateur meſine apres lamort depercs car il moaltre clairement quil edi@t 4 rega- 
re le Droit dejperes Sur le enfance non ſeulement Comme. Inviolabile pendante 
Leur vie mais Comme une droict qui ſeſtend meſmes a pres la mort que nuf 
zeele dd. R. ou autre pretext ne peut eſtre, 6 qui bien loine deſtre limice 4 ce- 
temps la, ſe conſerve 'durant toute la cource de Leducation Laquelle Com- 
mance a pcine a Sept annes; & ſetrouvez ford dereſtraint quanden a determine 3 
quatorze, qui eſt Laage de Pubcite., 

Dailicure Sire. 

Ledict de Nantre na pas eſte cn celala ſcule ne la premire Loy, Car outre 
que Cett la un Droict naturelle auſi anciene que le monde, er que cette unc 
maxime penerale & Conſtant que le droicts naturelles ſont imutables, ill paroit 
gut au reſpondue an anne 1771, ſoubz le regne de Charle 9. ( le temps le 
plus ourt ceux de la dre R, an Irouvant Ce Droict de peres ſur leurs Enfants : 
iy inviolable quil fur dirt ſur le 24. article que le ne erotent point Empeſche en 
Lcducation de Leurs Enfants de Loy Leur R. & conſcience & apres'lamort 
de peres les Etfects ſerojeſt Entretunes en le memes Religions Juſque le cemps 
de quatorze ames complete allors ils ſervoient en Liberte. 

Maiſe fire au cunde Royes voltres Prediceſſeurs na recognu & declare ce mes 
me Droit plus authentique que Voſtre Majeſte caroutre plutieurs arrcs 
ter rendue en ſon Conſielle deflate en mill fix cent foix lante troix, & en 1667. 
qui ſont Expree ſure cette ſubjerte voltre Declaration de 1669, porte cn propre 
cerme, quil eſt faite de ſenſes a routes perſonnes nous ſeulment dclivre les En- 
fance de la dite Religion avant Laage de quatorze annees accomplice pourle ma- 
ſher, & de douze annees accomplic pourla te meller, & en attendant quil en 
ay ent atcint a ladite aage: que Lenfante ne dun pea de la dire Relligicn demeut 
eront en le maniere de leurs parents de la dite Religion & toutes ceux quiles De- 
teindront ſunt Conftrainte de les rendres. 

Cela mesme a elte D pour Executer 6 Conftirme par divers arreſtes, & en par 
riculicr par un arrelt que Mr. Larcheues que de Rheine a taite, Rendre 
moie D Aut 1676. par le quelle iNa eſte Expole, &t ordonne quatioule fille 16 
pourioit Eltre dans les maiſons de la propagation de la foy a ledan quelle nur at. 
ccint le aage de Douze annees accompl:e. 

Lue V. M. Sire permeſtre fi Iuy Platite atix ſiphance de luv repreſenter 1; 
diterance que veut eltre mouver entre 1a deciiration e169, & ol-v la pro 
micre laiefle a la nature tes privile! toes, 2 la Cor {cience (os motives & les b17 
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pulſiones aux loy civile & canonique leurs principalites & leurs maximes, aux 
Parliaments leurs regles conſtants & ordinaires aux Nations Eſtranges un Ex- 
emple digne deleurs [mitations a la Refigions C. R. Vhoneur de garder des me- 
ſares d' Equite confirme a fel droite Raiſon, 6G a la pratique de I Egteze anciene, 
au Lieu que ſoubz cette nouvelle Loy la nature Gemira de voire les Enfants 
dechere du ſein de ceux A qui elle les A donner, & A qui elle le donner plus 2 
jage de ſept Anne qaucune autre temps parceque Cette a cette, aage la, 
propremenc que commence [education & que leur peres entrant veritabfe- 
ment <n poſetkon de leurs droits. 

La Contience de ſupliance ferrouva trouble & Inquiete de la manicire du 
monde la plus douloureuſe, car lanthorite paternelle turles Enfants pour leur 
Education & une de plus forte & ptus Indifpenfible devoires dont la Confierce 
puille eltre obligee de rendre compte a dieu, Chaque pere eſtant reſponſible de- 
vant dieu de toute ceque faite ſon Enfant pendant toute la temps que la nature 
1 depose eux en Leurs maines, la droite civile & canonique parleronr auſi pour 
les ſupliance, car ſ1 les Enfantes devant Taage de puverte ne peuvInr faire une 
telle ne porte remoinage en Juſtice ne faire de voeux ne palſer aucune at&t de 
propre volonte, comment peur en voulorie quayant cette aage ils ſoyent endro- <» 
ict & en liberte de faire un Choix de Religion, qui eſt lat le plus Importanr 


de leur vie. 
Sire, 

Vos Parliaments Sire qui ſuivant les principes Commune dela raiſon & & 
Equite nont Jamais ſoumis les Entants aux peine Capitale avant liage de pu- 
berte {e trouvoient obligez de prononcer contre cet uſage, detoute le peuple 
& detoute les fecles, car en Rendant les Enfants de ſept annesE capable de 
Changer dd Religion on le Rend a la meſme remps capable de tomber dans le 
Crime de ceux qon apelle relapſe & lon le ſoubmer aux peine capitale portre 
par voſtre ordinance. Les Nations Eſtranges & les Infideles eux meſmes ſe 
croirent authorizes par cette Example a prendre les Enfants de ceux qui pro- 
feſſon tune religion contraire a leurs. 

En fine C. A. R. ne craindre telrt point IE reproach quandon verras quel force 
& ad et de converſiones A ſepte Annees e cetra dire dance une aage ou la rai- 
ſon ea mica de fixeE ny le Judgment rem de regle & oupar conſequent le Change- 
menr drn Religion ne ſe auroit proceder que dane obeiſance aveugle, ne pour- 
eitune pas auli dire quelle ſe ſeigne Entierment de la prattique del Egliſe chre- 
ſticnt Car en ſupoſant meſine les ſupliance comme Heritiques, il eſt conſtant 
que Jammaiſe Vanciene Eglize, na elte les Enfants impuberre de ceux qui vi- 
vo-er.t avec ils dance une meſme ſocierie Civile quot quils regardoient eſte Inti- 
dels. 111 elt Injoy fire Juiqua preſent parmis les Chreſtienes & dance toute les 
nations du monde quou aicnt comme reduier, 8 retorme que la puiſſance des 

eres tur Leurs Entants au deſoubz de ſepr annee principallimere pour la re- 
v6 
Un de plus grand Docteurs de leglize C. A. R. decide ouvertment 
T:»94ce qon ne doit point baptize les Enfants des Juits contre le gre de 
a Aquine, leurs peres oe cela pour deux railons, Iune que la prarique dele- 
gl:ze ne Jammais Vapprove, Iautre que la Juſtice naturelle y reſi- 
>, en etfect lorſe que des Roys d Espagne, ou du Portugal comme tiſeburt & E- 
1 move d'un zele de Religion, ont volu Entre prendre quelque choſes ſem- 
-, ka Conficl 4. de Tolede ſeit oppose a Faction du premiere, & toute 1: 
2 blatme Fordonance que fit Emanue), pour ofter aux Juitfs leurs Enfants, 
: quatorze annee. ' Oferivez 1 Eveſque celeble, qui en parle, dir 
1.7 ue action qui neſto!t fonde, m1 en Loy ni eu Religion, quoq; quel 
16 lene Intention Er rendilt a une bonne fn, parceque dien deman- 
11:7 Un Sacritnite voluntaire, & qui ne veur pas le force le confciance 
: :4.ute cerre Creoonitance terible, que plutieurs des ſes peres mal 
nt Jukgue lexcec de Jeter leurs Enfanzrs dans de puite & deſe 
x 3TCNACS. 
- 01 tc puint {ire que Ja Decliation © or donne pas Darracke les 
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So 
Enfants du ſein du peres & quelle le laiſſe fimplemert en liverte de Choifty 
la Religion, Cath apottolique & Rom: car en premiere licu ill ge faur pas 
conſidere la force qu on faite ceux Enfants mait comme ils fone aus DETres a 
qui la narure les a donner. 

Ceſte le railonement dit meſme Datteur Thomas D'aquin dont on dient de 
parler on {eroit dit ils In Jultice aux Juifs, q on baprizuit Icurs Entants c:ntre 
leurs Gre, car on leurs raveſoit Ie Droite de la puiſſance paterrcile chi} onr 
ſuc leurs Entants ce qui dit ils leglize na Jammaiſe faite ducent le temps ces 
princes ties cireſticnnes, conime Conſtantine & Theodole qui Fauroient [inics 
doute permer, {1 cela n'avoiſt eſte Contraire a la droit, auh Vedict de Nartesr 
en Lart, 18 dctend Egalement la force & linduQtion, quallitiant lvn & I aurrs 
un Enleivemcnt toute Tordinance ont punir auſt-ſeyerement le rapt & veriwvall- 

Gn Que ccluy ud. VIOENCE, 

En ſecond licu Taage de ſept annce nempeſche das quil ne ait autnr . - 
force & autart de conltrainte a Tegard des peres que ly on raviloit les b 5» 44s 
a la mamclle, parceque ty le droit naturelle er civile, met les Enfants Ei to 
iffance de percs Juſque a Vaage de puberte, cette la meſine choſes de Voter 5 
ſepr anne que dc Polter dele leceau puiique le droit de la puillance paterncl!c iy 
trove \ cgallement viole. ; 

Sy Yon dit que les Enfants a ſept annee ſont capable de peſcher mort: !{r-; 
& quain fi parvient faire choix a ane Religion que parle genrallement [Ee Brinct- 
pe elt tort Incertaine, & qu'il ne leroit pas raitonable de Jugee les tuphiance, 
pas de maximc qu'il ne re CO oſtant pas, & qui ne voit, fire que 1+ Co::81]} 
quence n'elt pas Julte, & quil y a grand Difference entre le premicre lice &4a 
Lien & du mal , que les Enfants pervient dance les aftiones de la vic & le de 
ſcrnement & de Religion ou pluloſt de determination a quitter la Crovance 
dance le quel ils ont efte,EJevc pouv en fiviore une qui leurs & moinece COg=- 
;ue. 

Ou toute a faite Incognue, ceſt a dire une choix qui eſt le plus grand cjore 
de les prit de chemine quand it cherche Uniquemen ſon ſalute. 

Les ſouplance ne touchont fey le rriſte & facheuſe ſuirtec de Pexecviion, 
dure lov qui leurs paroiſt dure, le defeſpoire de peres & de meres, [2 d:ic ord 
incvctible entre les peres & Jes Enfants, Ie changement de leducation n:tur: je 
que deſmeines des Peres paſſer dans les maines des Eſtrangers, le libertin::pc 
des Enfants qui ne Craindront plus la Corection des peres & qui auroit ions 
Jours une pretext pourluy ſou traire LexaCtione de pentioner ption Exigue des 
peres de Ventretiner de leurs Enfants horle de leur maiſon & au de ſus de lewr 
ſource, la fuite forcer des pluſieurs familees hores de Royaume, Faprehanfion 
quauroient ceux de la Religion, Jailenation, de Tefprite & mille d'autre Incon- 
vehiences dance 1a focite civile, 

Les ſouphance fire ſont convigcue avee toute laterre que ſien ne peut reſifier 
4 votre puitiance maite ils s'cavaut auſi que Voſtre Majeſte aime Temperer ſon 
authoritic & fon pouvoire par ſa bonte& la par Juſtice a lexemple de dieu mem equi 
ne Ce ploy Jammaile ſa force Inhinic lur ſes Creatures pu'il ne lc regarde en meme 
temps des yeux de ta —_ 

Cett done voſtre Juſtice fire que les ſupliance Implorent dance [excees de leurs 
dou leurs cette a cilcs quils adrefſant leurs voix 8 leurs Laarmee & anc: man. 
que ou reſpe.t quils le doivent a voſtre Majelſte 1s otoient dire qu'ils aimoicnr 
meux foufrir toute ſortee de mayx & lamort meſme que de ie voire {c parc de 
leurs Enfants dance une age 11 tendre & de ne douvyoire plus tes Elcver dancc 
leurs Religion te lon les obligations de leurs Conſciences. 

A Certe Caulc fire Plaiſe a voftre Majeſte en revoquant nove'le Declaratione 
du 17 on de yainc dernicere ordonne que ceile de tevriere 1669 ſera Executc 
{clon 1a forme & renue & les tupliance continueront leurs veais & leurs p 
res pour le glor.cux Retyne de Volire Majrite 
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